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Rolling To Making History 
Highlights from the first three days of the 10 Days of ERA bus tour  

Richmond — November 12 — The 10-day statewide ERA Bus Tour launched Friday, November 9 at William & 
Mary promoting efforts toward making Virginia the 38th state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, or ERA.  

 
In the first three days, hundreds of people across eleven state-wide stops have come out to hear from House Chief 

Patron, Delegate Carroll Foy (VA  – Woodbridge). Delegate Carroll Foy has been joined by numerous state lawmakers and 
special guests including U. S. Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (NY-12) who has advocated for the ERA for decades and 
recently made headlines for holding a shadow hearing on the amendment.  
 

Delegate Carroll Foy: “This effort is really personal to me.  One of the contributing reasons that I attended VMI, I 
wanted to prove a point to the people and myself that I would not be relegated to second class citizenship. That I am just as 
powerful and equal and smart as any man.  And I wanted to put an exclamation mark on that point. To have that permanency 
and the solidification of women’s equality in the United States Constitution – well, that’s when I know we have really 
arrived.  Women are entitled to equality and the United States Constitution needs to state as such.  This is a non-partisan 
issue.  Equal means equal and it applies to all women no matter political affiliation, your ethnic group, your race, it doesn’t 
matter.  This is a non-partisan effort. That’s why we have people on both sides of the aisle, all sides of the aisle, to say this is 
something that’s important and we really want to fight for this going forward. So we are all about inclusion and we’re all 
about non-partisanshipness.” 

 
Senator George Barker (VA-39th) is a long-standing ERA supporter and rode the bus throughout the day Sunday.  

Speaking at Clifton, VA, he relayed to a crowded audience “We have the votes in both the House and the Senate to get it 
done.  There are majorities in both bodies to get it passed.  It would be thrilling to get it passed in Virginia.” 

 
 Representatives from Equality Now, which helped sponsor the bus tour, spoke to the national importance of Virginia 
ratifying, Kate Kelly: “Virginia is really key in this fight. We only have one state left that is needed.  We know that the First 
Amendment is a good example.  Think about what a powerful protection having something in the Constitution is.  The power 
is permanent and it’s an anchor from which we can fight for women’s rights in many different ways.” 
 
Lawmakers that have come out to support the ERA Bus Tour so far include: Rep Carolyn Maloney, House of Reps, NY-12th, 
Del Jennifer Carroll Foy, VA-2nd, Del Hala Ayala, VA- 51st, Sen George Barker VA -39th, Del Ken Plum, VA-36th, Del Kaye 
Kory, VA – 38th, Congressman Gerry Connolly, VA-11th,  Del Charniele Herring, VA 46th, Sen Dick Saslaw (Senate 
Majority Leader)- VA 35th, Del Mark Keam VA 35th and Del Dawn Adams VA 68th . Senate Chief Patron Sen. Glen 
Sturdevant, VA – 10th will be closing the tour on Nov. 18th. For future tour stops and speakers, please visit 
https://varatifyera.org/tour-schedule.  
 
Background 

Passed by Congress as a constitutional amendment in 1972, the ERA was then sent to the states to be ratified. To be 
added to the Constitution, approval by the legislatures in three-fourths (38) of the 50 states is needed. The significance of 
Virginia being the 38th state to ratify and finally add the ERA to the Constitution would be enormous.    

### 
 
About VAratifyERA 

The VAratifyERA campaign was launched August 26, 2018 (Women’s Equality Day). As noted by Kati Hornung, 
campaign coordinator for VAratifyERA, “In 2019 Virginia will celebrate its 400th year of legislative session. It sounds like a 
great time to make history as the 38th state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. Virginia can again be the final state to add 
important language to the U.S. Constitution, just as it did with the Bill of Rights.” Visit varatifyera.org 
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