
October 31, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Legislator, 
 
As the 2019 General Assembly session approaches we want to highlight several important 
updates that may impact your consideration of Virginia’s historical opportunity to be the 38th 
state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment.  
 
Archivist’s Response to Internal Senate Memo 
Prior to the 2018 General Assembly session, an unsourced, internal Senate memo 
(tinyurl.com/SenateMemoDec13-2017) about the Equal Rights Amendment included the 
following information “According to the Archivist of the United States, the Equal Rights 
Amendment is not currently pending before the states, but is categorized as a failed 
amendment.” 
 
This spring, an equality advocate sent video of the Senate Rules committee hearing to the 
archivist’s office. The Archivist responded by email:  
 

“The Archivist of the United States has not taken such a stance and has never issued an 
opinion on this matter either officially or unofficially.”  

 
Read the full response at tinyurl.com/ArchivistResponse.  
 
Attorney General Herring Opinion on Deadline 
Legislators have also cited the 1982 deadline as a reason for not voting on the ERA resolutions. 
On May 11, 2018, Attorney General Mark Herring weighed in on this issue with a formal opinion 
addressed to Virginia Senator Black (R – Loudon). 
 

“It is my opinion that the lapse of the ERA’s original and extended ratification periods has 
not disempowered the General Assembly from passing a ratifying resolution.” 

– Attorney General Mark Herring, May 11, 2018 
 
Read the full opinion at tinyurl.com/AGMay11-2018. 
 
 
Illinois Ratification 
On May 30, 2018, Illinois became the 37th, and next-to-last state needed, to ratify the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Republican Illinois Representative, Steve Andersson, attended the 

http://tinyurl.com/ArchivistResponse


VAratifyERA campaign launch party as an honored guest and during that party he taped a 
special request for Virginia legislators (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXAwO91nfGI). 
 
State-wide VAratifyERA Campaign Launch 
On August 26, 2018, #VAratifyERA launched its campaign for Virginia’s ratification of the ERA 
on Women’s Equality Day with celebrations around the state. More than 1,400 ERA advocates 
celebrated at 10 public and numerous private events across the states. Momentum is building, 
with widespread media coverage in newspapers statewide. A complete list of media coverage 
since the campaign launch can be found at https://varatifyera.org/background/in-the-news/.  
 
Resolutions Supporting Virginia’s Ratification 
Since the campaign launch the following localities have passed resolutions in support of 
Virginia’s ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment: Albemarle County, Blacksburg, 
Charlottesville, Fairfax County, Montgomery County, and Shenandoah County. Equality 
advocates throughout the state are working with local officials to pass additional resolutions.  
 
Ten Days of ERA 
On November 9th the VAratifyERA campaign will kick off the Ten Days of ERA statewide bus 
tour. Come join the fun! The tour will begin in Williamsburg with the ERA legal symposium and 
will include stops at over 16 college towns. Our grassroots, 100% volunteer, nonpartisan 
campaign has a little something for everyone and everyone is invited to join the fun. 
 
In 2019 Virginia will celebrate 400 years of legislative deliberations. Let’s celebrate history by 
making history. Virginia is the state that added the Bill of Rights to the Constitution and we could 
be the state that adds important language about sex discrimination to the Constitution. Some 
state will be the 38th state and it should be Virginia. 
 
Advocates around Virginia look forward to celebrating bipartisan spirit during the 2019 General 
Assembly session. A bipartisan statement on an important issue for women would be a 
wonderful way for Virginia to lead the country during these very divisive times. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please do not hesitate to reach out to our 
campaign manager, Kati Hornung at 804.347.4396 or KatiHornung@gmail.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The VAratifyERA Team  
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